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Sunday, May 24, 2020
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord /  
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 † All you peoples clap your hands, 
shout to God with cries of gladness.

Psalm 47 page 404

Reading Matthew 28:16 – 20

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to 
the mountain to which Jesus had ordered 
them. When they saw him, they wor-
shipped, but they doubted. Then Jesus 
approached and said to them, “All 
power in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, until 
the end of the age.”

Re!ection
The solemnity of the Ascension can be 
understood as the end of the earthly 
ministry of Jesus and the beginning of 
the community of believers that we 
know as the Church. The description of 
Jesus’ return to the Father, in the !rst 
reading from Acts and in the Gospel, is 
set in the company of the disciples. 
Jesus’ instruction to the disciples today 
is to continue his work and his teach-
ings to all nations. This divine mission 
continues to this day. We too are the 
messengers of that mandate. We are not 
alone in this work. Jesus assures us that 
he is with us always, “until the end of 
the age.”

Prayers others may be added

With Easter joy, we"pray:

 ! Risen Lord, hear our prayer.

That leaders of nations put an end 
to"religious persecutions, we pray to 
the"Lord:"! That those who spread the 
Gospel in their missionary ministries 
be"courageous, we pray to the Lord:"! 

That those who were baptized in this 
Easter season always be faithful to 
the"Gospel, we pray to the Lord:"! 

For"baptismal preparation teams, that 
they !nd ful!llment in their ministry, 
we"pray to the Lord:"!

Our Father   .   .   .

Almighty and eternal God,
you have received the Risen Lord into 

your eternal glory.
Grant that we who are called to continue 

his mission in this world 
may be faithful to his commands 
and come one day to share in that 

same"glory.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

 † All you peoples clap your hands, 
shout to God with cries of gladness.
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Monday, May 25, 2020
Easter Weekday 

 † I believe that I shall see the good 
things of the Lord.

Psalm 27 page 401

Reading Acts 19:1 – 7

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul 
traveled through the interior of the 
country and down to Ephesus where he 
found some disciples. He said to them, 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you became believers?” They answered 
him, “We have never even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” He said, “How 
were you baptized?” They replied, 
“With the baptism of John.” Paul then 
said, “John baptized with a baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe 
in the one who was to come after him, 
that is, in Jesus.” When they heard this, 
they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. And when Paul laid his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 
upon them, and they spoke in tongues 
and prophesied. Altogether there were 
about twelve men.

Re!ection
Paul continues his ministry throughout 
the region and evangelizes among those 
who have been baptized by John the 
Baptist. Although they have heard of 
Jesus, they have not yet been con!rmed 
in their faith; Paul invokes the Holy 
Spirit to come upon them that they 
might be true disciples of the Risen 
Lord. This action of Paul is often 
regarded as laying the foundation for 
the Sacrament of Con!rmation, a later 
development in the life of the Church. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit impels us to 
put our faith into action by bearing wit-
ness to the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Prayers others may be added

Trusting in your love, O"God, we"pray:

 ! Gracious Lord, hear our prayer.

For the newly baptized, that they remain 
strong in their faith, we"pray:"! For those 
who are beginning their journey of faith, 
that they !nd welcome in our midst, 
we"pray:"! For sponsors and those who 
are spiritual companions, that they be 
!lled with the Spirit, we"pray:"! For all 
the baptized, that they be joyful disciples, 
we"pray:"!

Our Father   .   .   .

Eternal God,
let the power of your Holy Spirit !ll our 

hearts and minds
that we might be faithful witnesses of 

your abiding love
and worthy bearers of your tender mercy 

to all those who seek your presence.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

 † I believe that I shall see the good 
things of the Lord.
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Tuesday, May 26, 2020
Memorial of St. Philip Neri, Priest

 † I believe that I shall see the good 
things of the Lord.

Psalm 23 page 399

Reading John 17:1 – 5

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come. Give glory 
to your son, so that your son may glorify 
you, just as you gave him authority over 
all people, so that your son may give 
eternal life to all you gave him. Now 
this is eternal life, that they should 
know you, the only true God, and the 
one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glo-
ri!ed you on earth by accomplishing 
the work that you gave me to do. Now 
glorify me, Father, with you, with the 
glory that I had with you before the 
world began.”

Re!ection
Chapter 17 of John’s account of the Gos-
pel is often referred to as the priestly 
prayer of Jesus. His words are addressed 
to the Father; he prays for his disciples, 
the ones the Father gave him. It is one 
of the most beautiful passages in John’s 
Gospel, portraying the tender and per-
sonal feelings of Jesus for his followers. 
We could adopt Jesus’ thoughts for our-
selves, seeing ourselves as those that the 
Father has placed in the company of 
his"Son, chosen to be his followers, 
his"friends. When Jesus says, “I pray for 
them,” we can imagine that he prays also 
for us. What a wonderful blessing.

Prayers others may be added

Trusting in your love, O"God, we"pray:

 ! Gracious Lord, hear our prayer.

That in imitation of St. Philip Neri 
we"have a special care for those who 
are"poor, we"pray:"! That our faith 
be"a"sign to others of the love of the Lord, 
we"pray:"! That we never fail to offer 
prayers of gratitude for the grace that 
God bestows on us, we"pray:"! That those 
who suffer in body or in spirit may be 
consoled by our compassion, we"pray:"!

Our Father   .   .   .

We place our trust in you, O"God, 
and seek your eternal mercy in the 

purposes of our life.
Grant also to us the courage to care for all 

your people whom you have sent into 
our life

that we might be a sign to them of the 
divine friendship you have given to us.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

 † I believe that I shall see the good 
things of the Lord.
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Wednesday, May 27, 2020
Easter Weekday

 † I believe that I shall see the good 
things of the Lord.

Psalm 27 page 401

Reading John 17:11b – 19

[Jesus prayed, saying:] “I gave them 
your word, and the world hated them, 
because they do not belong to the world 
any more than I belong to the world. I 
do not ask that you take them out of the 
world but that you keep them from the 
Evil One. They do not belong to the 
world any more than I belong to the world. 
Consecrate them in the truth. Your word 
is truth. As you sent me into the world, 
so I sent them into the world. And I 
consecrate myself for them so that they 
also may be consecrated in truth.”

Re!ection
Jesus prays for his chosen disciples as 
a parent would pray for his or her chil-
dren. He prays that they be protected 
“from the Evil One” when he returns to 
the Father. This is Jesus’ prayer for us. 
We are in the world, chosen and sent to 
continue the work that Jesus did in obe-
dience to the Father. We don’t often 
think of Jesus praying for us; we are 
busy praying for ourselves. But when we 
think of Jesus holding us in prayer, as he 
did his !rst disciples, we !nd a new cour-
age to live as his disciples today.

Prayers others may be added

Trusting in your love, O"God, we"pray:

 ! Gracious Lord, hear our prayer.

That peace and harmony be restored 
to"nations at war, we"pray:"! That victims 
of violence be given justice and mercy, 
we"pray:"! That those who suffer because 
of their gender or their beliefs !nd 
protection, we"pray:"! That those who 
have died will enjoy the eternal peace 
of"the Father, we"pray:"! 

Our Father   .   .   .

O God of tenderness and mercy,
do not let us stray from 

your"commandments.
Keep us in the divine friendship that you 

have bestowed upon us 
through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

 † I believe that I shall see the good 
things of the Lord.



180

Thursday, May 28, 2020
Easter Weekday

 † Keep me safe, O"God; you are 
my"hope.

Psalm 30 page 402

Reading John 17:20 – 26

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus 
prayed saying “Holy Father, I pray not 
only for these, but also for those who 
will believe in me through their word, 
so that they may all be one, as you, 
Father, are in me and I in you, that they 
also may be in us, that the world may 
believe that you sent me. And I have 
given them the glory you gave me, so 
that they may be one, as we are one, I 
in them and you in me, that they may 
be brought to perfection as one, that the 
world may know that you sent me, and 
that you loved them even as you loved 
me. Father, they are your gift to me. I 
wish that where I am they also may be 
with me, that they may see my glory 
that you gave me, because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world. 
Righteous Father, the world also does 
not know you, but I know you, and they 
know that you sent me. I made known 
to them your name and I will make it 
known, that the love with which you 
loved me may be in them and I in them.”

Re!ection
Jesus’ prayer that they all may be one 
speaks of a profound union between 
Jesus, the Father, and the disciples. This 
spiritual communion is so intimate and 
intense that it constitutes an abiding 
presence. It means that Jesus desires 
that we be so consumed by an aware-

ness of his love for us that it is as though 
he truly lives within us. And that is pre-
cisely what we believe: that the Lord 
abides within us in the same mysterious 
way that he abides in the Father. Every 
Eucharist is a celebration of this amaz-
ing truth.

Prayers others may be added

Trusting in your love, O"God, we"pray:

 ! Gracious Lord, hear our prayer.

For a new unity among people of 
different cultures and creeds, we pray 
to"the Lord:"! For union within the 
Christian churches, that they be faithful 
to the prayer of Christ, we pray to the 
Lord;"! For reconciliation within families 
that have been injured by ill-will, we"pray 
to the Lord:"! For comfort and peace for 
those who are in palliative care,"we"pray 
to the Lord:"!

Our Father   .   .   .

In your loving providence, O"God, 
you desire that all your people should !nd 

their way to union with Christ, 
your"Son.

Give to us a vigorous faith
that we might never lose hope of one 

day"entering the communion of 
the"kingdom,

where you live and reign,
with Jesus Christ, your Son,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

 † Keep me safe, O"God; you are 
my"hope.
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Friday, May 29, 2020
Easter Weekday

 † Keep me safe, O"God; you are 
my"hope.

Psalm 63 page 405

Reading John 21:15 – 17

[Jesus] said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you.” He said to him, 
“Feed my lambs.” He then said to him 
a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, you know that I love you.” He said 
to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to 
him the third time, “Simon, son of John, 
do you love me?” Peter was distressed 
that he had said to him a third time, “Do 
you love me?” and he said to him, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed 
my sheep.”

Re!ection
The question that Jesus asks Peter three 
times, “do you love me?” is one that 
haunts us in our journey of faith. It 
might be the most important question 
we need to answer as people of faith. 
Each time Peter’s response is af!rma-
tive, though we know that there were 
times when it wasn’t clear that Peter was 
that sure of his loyalty to Jesus. We’ve 
known those moments in our own life. 
Yet, Jesus never gives up on us. He 
keeps asking for our love; he keeps 
trusting that we will say yes. Forgive 
us, O"Lord, for the times we said no.

Prayers others may be added

Trusting in your love, O"God, we"pray:

 ! Gracious Lord, hear our prayer.

That leaders in our communities !nd 
ways to provide for those who are most 
vulnerable, we"pray:"! That Christian 
Churches reach out to other congregations 
in a spirit of love and respect, we"pray:"! 

That those who live alone and those 
who"are hospitalized be lovingly cared 
for, we"pray:"! That those who mourn 
the"loss of loved ones hear a loving word 
to comfort them, we"pray:"!

Our Father   .   .   .

Almighty and merciful God,
grant us the grace to see in everyone your 

spirit of goodness. 
May our gestures of compassion 
echo your tender care
and bear witness to the undying love that 

Christ has for us. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

 † Keep me safe, O"God; you are 
my"hope.
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Saturday, May 30, 2020
Easter Weekday

 † Keep me safe, O"God; you are 
my"hope.

Psalm 103 page 412

Reading John 21:20 – 22

Peter turned and saw the disciple fol-
lowing whom Jesus loved, the one who 
had also reclined upon his chest during 
the supper and had said, “Master, who 
is the one who will betray you?” When 
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, 
what about him?” Jesus said to him, 
“What if I want him to remain until I 
come? What concern is it of yours? You 
follow me.”

Re!ection
This reading is something of a self-
portrait of John by John! John is the 
only one referred to as the “one Jesus 
loved” among the Twelve, and that 
phrase only occurs in John’s own Gos-
pel. If there was any “sibling” rivalry 
among the Apostles it wasn’t Jesus who 
encouraged it. He surely loved them all 
equally, as he loves us with the same 
kindness. John makes an astonishing 
statement about the extent of Jesus’ 
ministry: the whole world could not 
contain the books it would take to 
describe it. Maybe we are the ones who 
write those books with our lives.

Prayers others may be added

Trusting in your love, O"God, we"pray:

 ! Gracious Lord, hear our prayer.

That civic leaders be attentive to those 
who have scarce resources for their daily 
lives, we"pray:"! That pastoral leaders in 
the Church make sure that resources are 
accessible to everyone in need, we"pray:"! 

That those who are recovering from 
surgery, or in treatment for cancer, 
!nd"relief in their suffering, we"pray:"! 

That"parents who mourn the loss of a 
child in death !nd comfort and peace, 
we"pray:"!

Our Father   .   .   .

God, source of true love,
you are our rock in times of distress 
and our strength in times of weakness.
Pour out your love upon us
that we might spread the love of 

your"Son, Jesus
to all those we encounter,
and lead them to your eternal home 
where you live and reign, with Jesus 

Christ, your Son,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

 † Keep me safe, O"God; you are 
my"hope. 
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Psalm 23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
Beside restful waters he leads me; 

he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me in right paths 
for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk in the dark valley 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side 

With your rod and your staff 
that give me courage. 

You spread the table before me 
In the sight of my foes; 

You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 

Only goodness and kindness follow me 
all the days of my life; 

And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
for years to come.
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Psalm 25:2–3, 4–5ab, 6 and 7bc
In you I trust; let me not be put to shame,

let not my enemies exult over me.
No one who waits for you shall be put to shame;

those shall be put to shame who heedlessly break faith.

Your ways, O Lord, make known to me;
teach me your paths,

Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my savior.

Remember that your compassion, O Lord,
and your kindness are from of old.

In your kindness remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord.

Psalm 27:7–8a, 8b–9abc, 13–14
Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call;

have pity on me, and answer me.
Of you my heart speaks; you my glance seeks.

Your presence, O Lord, I seek.
Hide not your face from me;

do not in anger repel your servant.
You are my helper; cast me not off.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord
in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord with courage;
be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord.
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Psalm 30:2–4, 11–13
I praise you, Lord, for you raised me up

and did not let my enemies rejoice over me.
O Lord, my God,

I cried out to you for help and you healed me.
Lord, you brought my soul up from Sheol;

you let me live, from going down to the pit

Hear, O Lord, have mercy on me;
Lord, be my helper.”

You changed my mourning into dancing;
you took off my sackcloth
and clothed me with gladness.

So that my glory may praise you
and not be silent.

O Lord, my God,
forever will I give you thanks.

Psalm 33:4–5, 18–19, 20, 22
Upright is the word of the Lord,

and all his works are trustworthy.
He loves justice and right;

of the kindness of the Lord the earth is full.

See, the eyes of the Lord are upon those who fear him,
upon those who hope for his kindness,

To deliver them from death
and preserve them in spite of famine.

Our soul waits for the Lord,
who is our help and our shield.

May your kindness, O Lord, be upon us
who have put our hope in you.
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Psalm 47:2–3, 6–7, 8–9
All you peoples, clap your hands,

shout to God with cries of gladness.
For the Lord, the Most High, the awesome,

is the great king over all the earth.

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy;
the Lord, amid trumpet blasts.

Sing praise to God, sing praise;
sing praise to our king, sing praise.

For king of all the earth is God;
sing hymns of praise.

God reigns over the nations,
God sits upon his holy throne.

Psalm 51:3–4, 5–6a, 6b–7 
Have mercy on me, O God, in your goodness; 

in the greatness of your compassion wipe out my offense. 
Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 

and of my sin cleanse me. 

For I acknowledge my offense, 
and my sin is before me always: 

“Against you only have I sinned, 
and done what is evil in your sight”— 

That you may be justified in your sentence, 
vindicated when you condemn. 

Indeed, in guilt was I born, 
and in sin my mother conceived me.
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Psalm 54:3–8
O God, by your name save me.

By your strength defend my cause.
O God, hear my prayer.

Listen to the words of my mouth.
Strangers have risen against me;

the ruthless seek my life;
they do not keep God before them

God is present as my helper;
the Lord sustains my life.

Turn back the evil upon my foes;
in your faithfulness, destroy them

Then I will offer you generous sacrifice
and give thanks to your name, Lord, for it is good.

Psalm 63:2, 3–4, 5–6, 8–9 
O God, you are my God, whom I seek;

for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts.

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary
to see your power and your glory,

For your kindness is a greater good than life;
my lips shall glorify you.

Thus I will bless you as I live;
lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.

As with the riches of the banquet shall my soul be satisfied,
and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.

You are my help,
and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.

My soul clings fast to you;
your right hand upholds me.
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Psalm 98:1, 2–3, 3–4, 5–6 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for he has done wondrous deeds; 
His right hand has won victory for him, 

his holy arm. 

The Lord has made his salvation known: 
in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. 

He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness 
toward the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation by our God. 

Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands: 
break into song; sing praise. 

Sing praise to the Lord with the harp, 
with the harp and melodious song. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
sing joyfully before the King, the Lord.

Psalm 103:1–2, 3–4, 9–10, 11–12
Bless the Lord, O my soul;

and all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits.

He pardons all your iniquities,
he heals all your ills.

He redeems your life from destruction,
he crowns you with kindness and compassion.

He will not always chide,
nor does he keep his wrath forever.

Not according to our sins does he deal with us,
nor does he requite us according to our crimes.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him.

As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he put our transgressions from us.


