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NEW DIRECTIVES REGARDING THE LIFTING OF COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 
 
On Monday, May 24th, Governor Murphy announced that he is lifting most of the restrictions imposed to control the 
spread of COVID-19. The following guidelines were issued for Parishes in the Diocese of Camden on Tuesday, May 
25th. I have also included specific interpretations for the Parish of Saint Michael the Archangel as a result of those 
guidelines. 
 
Liturgical Celebrations 

 The Holy Water fonts are to remain empty for the present time. There is concern with many individuals 
dipping their hands into the same font. The same is true for the Sacrament of Baptism. Holy Water used in the 
Sacrament should be blessed for each individual (or separate containers used) rather than the same source of 
water for celebrating the Sacrament with multiple individuals. 
 

 The votive candles will remain covered for the present time. They would need to be sanitized after each Mass 
per the Diocese. Since they are electric, spraying or wiping them with sanitizer might cause an issue. 

 

 Confessions will once again be heard on Saturdays from 3:00 to 3:30p in Nativity Church, with additional 
times added during the Seasons of Advent and Lent and as always by appointment. 
 

 Beginning Friday, May 28th, the Faithful, who are vaccinated, are no longer required to wear masks. Those 
who are not yet vaccinated are encouraged to wear masks in accord with CDC guidelines. 
 

 Beginning Friday, May 28th, all pews may be opened for seating at the discretion of the Pastor. (Depending 
on Mass attendance this weekend, I will keep all the pews as they are until Friday, June 4th when Parishes 
can return to full-capacity seating. There will also be one bank of pews kept marked for social-distancing in 
Nativity. Because of its size, all pews in Saint Catherine of Siena will be open for 8:00a Mass on Sunday, June 
6th. 
 

 Sunday Morning Mass at 8:00a will return to Saint Catherine of Siena on Sunday, June 6th. 
 

 Hymnals and Missalettes can be placed back into the pews if they can be sanitized after each liturgical event. 
Therefore, at the Parish of Saint Michael the Archangel, you should continue to bring your own worship aids 
into church with you, but you must also take them with you afterwards. The Parish will not be placing 
Missalettes into the pews at this time. 
 

 The Offertory Procession can resume. 
 

 The Sign of Peace is restored – it is not necessary that the Faithful shake hands as there are other ways to do 
so. 
 

 The distribution of Holy Communion is to be returned to its proper place within the Communion Rite, but 
the Precious Blood is not to be distributed to the Faithful at this time. 
 

 Parishes need to remain vigilant about sanitizing all hard surfaces. 
 

 Priests, Deacons, and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion need to wash hands before and 
after Mass and to sanitize before distribution of Holy Communion. The hand sanitizing stations near the 
Sanctuary are no longer needed. 
 

 Beginning with the Vigil celebration of the Solemnity of Corpus Christi – The Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ, Saturday, June 5th, the Faithful of the Dioceses of New Jersey are once again obligated to 
participate in Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation. Anyone who has a concern about returning 
to Mass should discuss the matter with his or her Pastor or Confessor. 
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 Entrances and exits can be use as they were before COVID-19 guidelines were implemented. For the Parish 

of Saint Michael the Archangel, as of Saturday, May 29th, to re-implement the Homeland Security 
recommendations, the exits at either side of the church proper should only be used in the event of an 
emergency. 
 

 To maintain the Homeland Security Risk Assessment recommendations and to preserve the integrity of our 
grants, the church doors will be unlocked fifteen (15) minutes before Confession on Saturday and thirty (30) 
minutes before Mass. The doors will be closed and locked at the beginning of each Mass. 
 

 Live-Streaming of the Mass should be limited to one (1) Sunday Mass per language group in the Parish. 
There is no reason to live-stream daily Mass. 
 

Parish Meetings 
 Beginning Friday, May 28th, those vaccinated are not required to wear masks for indoor meetings nor are they 

required to maintain social-distancing. The same recommendations for those who are not vaccinated and 
attending Mass apply to those attending meetings. Beginning June 4th, all indoor limits for meetings are lifted. 
Sanitizing of all hard surfaces after meetings needs to continue. 

 
Schools 

 The changes to requirements for mask-wearing and social-distancing do not apply to normal school activities 
undertaken during the school day. All students, faculty, staff, and visitors to a school campus are required 
to wear a mask and to maintain a 6-foot social-distance, where possible. School Baccalaureate and 
Graduation celebrations that occur inside a church should adhere to recommendations for Mass. 

 
Food Services 

 Restrictions on food service and beverage stations have been lifted. The recommendation remains, where 
possible, that self-service should be avoided. This can be accomplished by actually serving plated meals to 
people seated at tables or to call small numbers of people to a buffet where individuals behind the buffet are 
serving. The practical concern is that multiple people should not be touching the same serving utensils or the 
release mechanism and handle on coffee pots / urns. 

 

 There is flexibility depending on the nature of the group and the percentage of persons vaccinated. The smaller 
the group (a staff luncheon, a senior group, etc.) and the more closely-related they are, the safer it is to have 
self-service stations. The larger and unrelated group (BINGO, a graduation luncheon, a parish potluck dinner) 
the safer it is to provide service. Hand sanitizer should be readily available and those serving at the buffet or 
beverage station should wear both masks and gloves. 


